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Because of the influences of tonography, climate, accessibility and recent

industrialization, Vashington's population is distributed unevenly throughout

the state, Over t‘{}'(‘;ﬁt"ﬂrdQ of the pnnn'ln 1ive in the western 'nﬁ'f"tlon oONGEeim

trated larcely in the industrial cities of Puget Sound, The Olympic hount:irs
and Willana Hills of the Coast Range and the Cascece lountains stand out as

sparsely pooulated areas in western Vashington, The illamette-Puget Sound
Lowland. extendine from Vancoeuver on the Columbia Liver northward to Bellingham
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near the Canadian border, is the major population belt of the state, It cor-
tains a fairly well-distributed rural population on its river deltas and roliing
glacial drift pla:Lnso

The mountains, hills, plateaus, irrigable valleys and dry climatic con-
ditions cause a generally clustered pattern of ponulation settlement in eastern
Washington, Hountainous areas including the eastern Cascade Mountain slope,
the Okanogan H1~h1ands the Blue uguntalns and the Selkirks have but few POt

g of
the Waterville Plateau, the Channelled Scablands and the hills of Yakima Conndgg
are thinly settled, Both rural and urben population is concentrated in the ir.
rigated Yakima, Kittitas, Wenatchee, Okanogan and Walla Walla Valleys anc ir the
Pasco and Quincy Basina. In the far eastern section--the Palouse Hills~--th2
uniform seil, towography and moderate rainfall permits a more evenly distriimted
population, The industrialized Spokane metropolitan area and the rich agricule
tural Yakima Valley are the major population clusters of eastern Washington,

Growth 2£ Population

Washington was explored by Spanish, Russian, British and American expe-
ditions between 1592 and 1805, but no settlement occurred until 1810, Ownership
of the arza was disvuted by America and Great Britain, A comoremise, the Joinv
Occupancy Treaty of 1818, permitted both fmerican and British fur traders and
settlers to llve north of the Columbia River, British interests (the Nortihwest
Company and the Iudson's Bay Comparny) esteblished fur trading posts at Spokane
and Walla Walla in 1810 and 1618, American claims were strengthened by the
Lewis and Clerk Ixpedition (1804-1805) and by the settlements at Fort Snokane,
Okanogan, anc Astoria by the Pscifie Fur Comnany, The British increased their
influence as they established agriculiural settlements at Fort Vancouver and
Fort Nisqually between 1824 and 1833, Settlement by imericans north of the
Columbia, although permitted by treaty, was discouraged by the Hudson's Bay
Company which desired to maintain its fur trade monopoly,

4 growing tide of American land settlers over the Oregon Trail during the
18L0's changed the balance of control in favor of the United States, Host of
the Americans settled in the Willamette Valley of Oregon, Unhindered by the
British, several hundred American settlers moved northward across the Columbia
into the Puget Sound country and soon ocutmumbered the British-Iur traders,
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The conflict of interests was solved by the Oregon Treaty of 18L6, which
gave ths United States the present arvea of Washington and established the
Canadian boundary as it exists today. Oregon Territory (including all of the
present state of Washington) was ereated in 1848 by Congress, with its capitol
in Salem, Oregcn. Settlers north of the Columbia met in 1851 at the Monticello
Convention in present uﬁFngeW, Habu¢ugu0ﬂ, and asked for a separats uerrltorlaJ
govermmeitt, Washington Territory was created kiarch 2, 1851, with a eapitol at

Olympis on Puget Sound, Isaac I, Stevens was appointed as Governor.
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from the Hast, and the difficulty of clearing the dense forests of the Puget

Sound country kept immigration to a minimun, Indian hostillty prevented settle

ment 1n riost of eastern Washington prior t 858, and th
n t

at tended to slow Mmovae
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socording to the 1860 Census,

In “863, the Washington territorial bcundaries were changed to the present

gtata Tinas b +ha arastian Aaf Tdaha Tornitary MTha Danone af 1070 wase +ha
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first to follow the present boundaries, and it enumerated a pepulation of

) 23, 995

the Unlon Pocific to the Columbla Rlver brought new settlers into southeastern

Washington, When the Northern Pacific reached Sookene in 1880 and was cone
tinned on toward Puret Sound, settlers ocecunied the Pal ouse and 'R-ns Bend wheat
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lands and the Yelime Valley, In- 1883, six new counties wers created in sastern
Washington, IExwension of coastwise shipping and lumbering built up the cities
on Puget Sound and at Grays Harbor, Washingbton Territory wae admitted to the

‘Union as a state in 1889, The population at that time was QQO 000,

The period 1900.1.910 was a decade of rapid growth in which the state -

‘gained 624,000 persons, more than dogbling to 1,141,990, Two other rallr@ads,

Great Northern and Chieago, Milwaukee and Saint Paul, reached Puget Sound in
1893 and 1909, respect1Vely. The lumber industry and agrlculture supported
more people; land and timber seekers homesteaded free public domain lands in
the mountainous areas, The Alaskan gold rush doubled Seattlet!s population with
in a deceds. Railroads and ships brought large numbers of people from Furope,
who took up lumbering, fishing, mining, and agrlculture. Ranked numerically
aeccording to the 1920 Census, the largest foreign~born groups in the state were
Canadians (h2 ooo), Swedes (35,000), Norwegians (3L,000), English (23,000),
Germans - (22, OOO\ Ttalians (18 000), Fimns (12,500), Runqwnnq {11,000) and
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Irish (9,000),

Between 1910 and 1940 pcpulation grew at a slower but steady rate, The
inerease was about 20,000 per year, The lumber industry began to decline
after 1929, Reduced employment and a growing scarcity of land were reflected
in a slower rate of population grewth, However, .during the 1930%s, many farme
ers from the Great Plains drought. areas moved overland to Washington seeking

Jarmine ownortun;tles.
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The 1940-1950 decade brought the greatest increase in Washington history,
Primarily an overland movememt of laborers to new defense industries, it re=
sulted in cn increase of 642,772 in ten years, raising the state population to
2,378,963 in 1950, liost of the new growth was in the industrial metropolitan
districts in King, Pierce, Kitsap, Clark end Spokene Counties and at the Federal
atomic works in Denton County,

Urban and Rurzl Population

In 1870 the entire population of Washington was living in rural areas-~in
villages and on farms, By 1900, 211,477 of the population of Washington, or
40,8 percent, were living in urban areas, In 1950, according to the Census
definition of Murban" which ihcludes residents of towns of 2,500 and larger,
1,503,166 persons, or 63,2 percent, were living in urban areas, And over 52
percent lived in tiree standard metropolitan areas comprised of Seattle, Tacoma,
Spokane and their surrounding suburban cities end towns. This trend follows
the national pattern,

Table 1,~ Populeation of Washington The rural population is predom-
1860~1955 inantly rural nonfarm, consisting of
602,026 persons who live in the counw
Ton Poruiation try, but cdo not operate farms, The
fr SER-aion rural farm population decreased about
1860 11,59k one-fifth between 1940 and 1950, and
1870 23,955 nuivered only 273,771, or 11,5 percent
1880 stl}6 . of the statels total 1950 population
1890 357,232 of 2,378,963, As a result of the
1900 5.8,103 ferm-to~city trend in Washington,
1910 1,1Qf,g90 about one person in ten is living on
1520 1,356,621 a farm and about six persons out of
%258 i;g?g;?gg ten are living in a town or city
4 S ESTh larger than 2,500
1950 23,378,963 € 15904
1955 2,580,000 According to the 1955 estimates
Sous U8, G Povtlation: of the Washington Census Board, the
ourees: « eds ?nsus, Zopulasion; ten leading cities of Washington
Vashington State Census 1
Board, April 1, 1955 + ranked as follows: Seattle (555,000),

bt Spokane (182,000), Tacoma (156,000);
Lstinate, ‘ Yakina (h3,060) 6ancouver (h1,950):
Bellingham (35,700), Everett (3kL,100), Bremerton (32,2003, Walla Walla (25,L400)
and Longview (23,500), .

Population of Clark County

Clark County has grown steadily in mo-ulation since the first Census in
1860, Trom 1360 to 1890 the population wes entirely rural, With the rapid
growth of Vancouver and Camas, the populcotion became over one=half urban in the
years 1950-55, 4 total of” 47,950 persons lived within cities of 2,500 and
larger in 1955, Another 23,h£6 persons uere clossed as rural nonfarm, living
in small toims, hamlets and along highuays, Only 16 out of each 100 persons .
in Clark County were living on farms in 1950, The rural-farm population was
1k, 78hmmsixth highest in the state, « :
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'Table 2.~ Population of Clark County-

: 1860-1955.
Census | J Percent Percent -
:Year __Populatlpn ~ Rural | Urban
1860 2,384 100 0
1870 3,081 100 o
1880 5.490 100 0
1890 - 11,709 ¢ -69.7 | 3063
1900 C1308 ) 76,7 2343
- 1910 i 26,115 6hol 35.6
1920 32, 805 61.5 | 3845
1930, | ho 316 |. 50,4 | L9.6
190 . | L9852 | 33 | LG,6
1950 85,307 | L3.6 | Sk
1955 ;/ 85,300 .7 58.3

1/ 1955 data are estimated by the
-Washington State Census Board,

U. S Census, Pogulgtlon.

. -With the eyception of - same: intarlor foothill towns, all the 1ncorporated
_ places of Cler!: County have grown since 1910, The industrial cities on the
‘Columbia River have been among the most rcoidly zrowing in the state, Vancouver

Source:

""grew from 154776 in 1930 to 11,950 in 1955 and Camas, & pulp and paper manue

facturlng 01ty, grew from h,239 %0 5,150 in the same period, Vashougal, on the
Columbia Niver, more than doubled its wopulation after 1930, Interior farming
area centers, Battleground, la Center and Ridgefield 2lso added to their popu~

Tlatlon. An important factor of growth throughout Clark County has been 2
Table 3em Pbpulatlon of Incorporated Flaces
"~ Clark County, 1910-1955,

City on Tom | 1920 | 1920 | 1930 | 15lo | 1950 |1955 3/
Batuleground | A | e - b 820
Canas. - 11,3251 1,843 ¢ L,239 | L,hL33 h,725 5,150
La Center- | 288 L1671 219 193 20& . 226
Ridgefield - | - 297 620 607 643 762 850
Vancouver 9,300 | 12,637 { 15,766 | 18,788 hl;ééu 41,950
Washougal L56 765 | 1,206 1,26? 1,577 2,632
Yacolt L35 520 | 295 297 b1 383

"I/ Topulations Tor 1955 are estimates of the Washington
- State Census Board, April-1, 1955,

 ‘Sources: U,S, Census, Population.

’ Nashington State Census Board,

suburban movement outward fromuthe Portland metropolitan area, Most influen~
tial, however, has béen the vast increase.of industrial employment on all the
lower Columblm liver during and since World War II,
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Clark County has been a melting pot of many foreign immigrants, In 1890
nearly one-{ifth of the population was foreign-born, In 1950 88 & source of
immigrants, Canada, Germany and the Scandinavian countries led all others,
Finnish immigration was large in the 1920's and German and Swedish immigration
was largest in the 1900 to 1920 pericd, The percentage of foreign-born white
population has decreased as a result of the limited Buropean immigration quotas
since 1920, In addition to the nationalities in Table L, the 1950 Census tabuw
lated 75 American Ihdians, 28 Japanese, 23 Chinese and 908 Hegroes, Nearly-all
Negroes live in the cities and are employed in industries and service trades,

Table Lo~ Forelgn-Born White Population, Clark County
. 1890, 1920 and 1950

Country of Birth 1090 | 1920 {1950

England and WaleSesees | . 201 | 3261 3L6
Sco‘blanduoonuceonoaooo ‘o 79 109 97
Northern Irelandssses - - 2
Ireland (Eire)sesssees |+ 3991 167 82
Nom'fa'y.oo..o-oaoooooao 1161 299 28h
SWedencouaooocaonvo--t 156 598 hlz
Denmarknouoo--ooaonooo 36 180 llh
Netherlands,sveeasosss 71 Lo 67
S"Iitzerland.n.eo seveed 120 186 -
France................ 20 38 2,-1
Germanye-.....--o..... )475 662 h37
POIand'eﬂonoo-ooc-nooo 3 ?8 95
Czechoslovakidoeos ease 3 - L2
Aus.tria....l...-.'..‘o !’;‘5 91 72
YugOSlaVia-oaoo-aoo.on -
Russia (U.S.S.Ro)oo-oa 111 ll.l).l 229
Finlandoopo-noounooonc - 375 35,4
I.ba]-y.Dootoou-nooo.onco 3 811 70
Cana.da.-French.... sevee o~
Canadawother........u 398 586 l,OhO
A1l other countries,..| 101/ 335] 511
Totals 5318 T U360 [T ao
Percent forelgn-born., { 19,8| 13,3 Sel

Source: U,5, Census, Population

Agriculture ranked fourth in employment in 1950, according to the Census,
Marmfacturing led with 8,597 employed workers or 30 percent of the 28,955 total
employed, There were 2,88l employed or self~employed in agriculture, According
to the Census, only 10 percent of all the employment was in agriculture, This
is a recent change in the employment characteristics for prior to 1940 agri-
culture led mmong the occupations,
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"Table 5.« Bmployment of: the Populétion
‘Clark County, 195'0' '

P . se i L s e e - e o,

. Types of Employment _ “Wle | Fenate T Total [Percent of
- S Workers |WorkersiWorkers | Workers
Ictal emploved workers 21,h?3 7,482 128,955
Agr:.cul'bm“e....-.......-,;.¢..a;.. 2’519 365 2,88’4 | 10.0
FOI'PS'{'JI"" and flSherieso.oooaaotcoa 85 h 89 A0 031-;
Min.'ngu.-..uu..-............... 51 h : 55‘ Y
Gnnﬂtl‘v.g‘tlon‘Giiiiiiiiiiiiii'iiiiii' v 9,271 : 55 2,326 8:.0 ’
I‘@.nufac'buring...........u........ 7,261 13336 8’597 3040
Transport:.t"Onalooocoocoqaagqatovo i 1 5’40 . 105 ‘ 1,6135 5'9
Retail and wholesale storeS.sivesss 3,082 1,618 { k4,700 16,2
Miscellaneous ServiceSs.eeesecsess | 2,712 | 3,239 | 5,951 20,6

Public administration (govermment .| . TN E
e'mployment)uuu.u....n.....,-~"-905 278 15183 h‘l

Other employmén‘h.n..ou..-.o..u. -1 1,0117 h?e 13525 5.3

Source: U,S, Census, Population.




